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CURRICULUM VITAE
PERSONAL DETAILS:

Name: Feras Fayez AL Battah                                              
Place of Birth: Kuwait
Nationality: Palestinian/Jordanian
Marital Status: Married, four children 

Current address: Arab American University-Jenin (AAUJ), Biology and Biotechnology Dept, Faculty of Sciences, P.O.Box 240, Jenin, Palestine.
Mobile #: 00972-59-5441189
Email: ferasalbattah@yahoo.com, feras.albattah@aauj.edu.
EDUCATION & QUALIFICATIONS:

1995-1999: B.Sc. in Biology, Birzeit University-Palestine, 77 out of 100 with Honor. 

2003-2004: M.Sc. in Molecular Medical Biotechnology, Ghent University-Belgium, 691 out of 1000 (Distinction) 
M.Sc thesis: “COL1A1 & COL1A2 mutation screening in patients with Osteogenesis Imperfecta”. 

March, 2008-December, 2011: PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences, Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB) Belgium.  
PhD Dissertation: “Contribution to the isolation and hepatic differentiation of postnatal stem/progenitor cells from human adipose tissue”.

My PhD dissertation was a part of a large collaborative project called the " BRUSTEM" (2008-2014) (http://livr.vub.ac.be/resbrustem.html) 
CAREER HISTORY:

July, 2000-Aug, 2003: Lab & research assistance-Biology & Biotechnology Dept.-AAUJ.           
Nov, 2004-Feb, 2008: Instructor of Medical Biotechnology-Biology & Biotechnology Dept.-AAUJ.           
Feb, 2012-Present: Assistant Professor of Stem Cell Biology-Biology & Biotechnology Dept.-AAUJ.
Teaching courses: general biology, cell culture, biochemistry, medical biotechnology, food biotechnology, cell biology. 
SCHOLARSHIPS:

2003-2004: Belgian Technical Cooperation (BTC) Master Scholarship 

2008-2011: Erasmus Mundus PhD Scholarship
VISTING SCIENTIST:
June 2015-Sept 2015: laboratory of Pediatric Hepatology & Cell Therapy (Prof. Etienne Sokal), Catholic University of Louvain, Brussels: isolation of mesenchymal stem cells (MSCs) from human liver, characterization, differentiation and sorting of liver-MSCs by flow cytometry, real time-PCR, and genotype of transgenic mice.  
Sept 2017: Institute of Complex Systems, Biomechnaics, Julich research center, Germany (Prof. Bernd Hoffmann): isolation of rat embryonic neural cells, optimization of 3D hydrogels (Matrigel and Geltrex) as sandwich layers or sphere for neural cell culture, live-imaging of neural cells by confocal and up-right microscopes, liposome transfection of neural cells with GFP.  

TRAINING:
Feb-May 2000: MediCare (Medical Consultants for Medical Analysis), Nablus-Palestine: Histology, clinical chemistry, and hematology. 

July-Aug 2002: Institute of Brain chemistry & Human Nutrition, University of North London-UK: lipid biochemistry.
September 2013: Institute of Experimental Medicine- Immunology Department, Istanbul University-Turkey: immunophenotyping of natural killer cells by flow cytometry 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE: 
Medical Genetics, mutation screening by using molecular approaches, such as PCR, RT-PCR, denaturing HPLC (DHPLC), DNA sequencing. 
Mouse models of liver disease (Balb/C and C57BL/6J (B6)) by using choline-deficient ethionine (CDE) supplemented diet, acetaminophen (APAP), carbon tetrachloride (CCl4).
Identification of liver stem/progenitor cells niche by immunohistochemistry. 
Isolation and characterization (CD markers and immunomodulation) of human adipose-derived stem cells (hASCs or MSCs).  
Differentiation of hASCs or MSCs into keratinocytes, neural cells, hepatocytes, adipocytes, and osteocytes, and characterization by immunocytochemistry.
Biochemical assays such as Alizarin Red S stain and Oil Red O. 
Using epigenetic-modifying agents such as 5-Aza-2-deoxycytidine, valporic acid, all trans-retinoic acid, to induce transdifferentiation of hASCs into hepatocyte-like cells.
BIOTECHNICAL SKILLS:

* Molecular biology techniques: DNA & RNA extraction, PCR, Reverse Transcriptase-PCR, DNA sequencing, Real Time-PCR, agarose gel electrophoresis. 

* Cell culture: mesenchymal stem cells (MSCs), fibroblasts, hepatocytes, hepatic stellate cells, adipocytes, ASCs, hepatoma cell line (Hep G2), monocytes. 

* Cell culture techniques: cryopreservation, sub cultivation, counting, 3D culture of MSCs (spheroids and collagen coating)
* Cell isolation: mononuclear cells, MACS technology, density gradient (Ficoll).
* Flow cytometry: immunophenotype, cell sorting. 
* Microscopic techniques: light compound, phase-contrast and fluorescent microscopes. 

* Histological techniques: tissue processing (paraffin/frozen), eosin/hematoxylin, lipid & collagen staining, immunohisto/cytochemistry staining. (DAPI, Ki67, EpCAM, Cytokeratins, CD133, GFAP, pluripotent markers)  

* Animal models: Balb/C and C57BL/6J (B6) mice, liver disease models in these mice models (CCl4, CDE, acetaminophen)
* Protein techniques: Western blot.
* Viral transduction: lentiviral and adenoviral of GFP, Oct-4, HNF-4alpha.

* Protein transduction 

* Epigenetic-modifying agents: 5-Aza-2-deoxycytidine (AzaC), valporic acid (VPA), all trans-retinoic acid.  
* Viability tests: trypan blue, MTT.  

* Microbiological techniques: bacterial staining, bacterial culture, biochemical assays, cryopreservation of bacteria.

* Biochemical assays: NO-release.

* Chromatographic techniques: DHPLC, TLC.

* Other common laboratory research instruments.
SYMPOSIUM & CONFERENCES: 
1- “ Adult Stem/Progenitor Cell Niche” Symposium, 13-15 March 2008, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Medical Campus, Brussels, Belgium. Participant
2- 4th International Conference "REGENERATIVE HEPATOLOGY", 7-8 November 2008, the Heinrich-Heine-University of Düsseldorf, Germany. Participant
3- Epigenetic Mechanisms in Health and Disease, June 18, 2010, Universite Libre De Bruxelles, Brussels. Participant
4- 16th International Congress on In Vitro Toxicology (ESTIV 2010), 02/09-04/09/2010, Linz, Austria. Oral presentation
SKILLS RELEVANT TO PERSONNEL:

Self-starter, hard worker, reliable and very tolerant  
IT literate (Microsoft office, Internet explorer, Photoshop, EndNote)
WORKSHOP:

The stem cell workshop, 14 January 2010, BD Biosciences, Belgium

LANGUAGES: 
Arabic: Mother tongue

English: Excellent
REFERENCES:

1- Dr. Mustapha Najimi, PhD
Experimental and Clinical Research Institute (IREC)
Laboratory of Pediatric Hepatology & Cell Therapy
Catholic University of Louvain, Brussels
Phone: 0032-2-7645283
Email: mustapha.najimi@uclouvain.be
2- Prof. Dr. Bernd Hoffmann, PhD 
Institute of Complex Systems, Biomechnaics
Julich Research Center 

Phone: + 49 2461 61-3080
Fax: + 49 2461 61-3907
Email: B.hoffmann@fz-juelich.de  
3- Prof. Dr. Bashar Saad, PhD
Full Professor of Cell Biology
Faculty of Sciences

Arab American University, Jenin-Palestine. 
Tel: +972-4-2418888, Fax: +972-4-251-0810

E-mail: bashar@qsm.ac.il 
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